
New Kunz Group Inc. Showhome     
2 Cimarron Springs Road

H
o

m
es

 o
f 

D
is

ti
n

ct
io

n

Show home Hours  Mon - Thurs 5-8pm , Sat - Sunday & 

Holidays 12-5pm .  Call Rob Kunz  to set up an appoint-

56

Show home Mon-Thurs 5-8pm, Sat-Sun & Holidays 
12-5pm or Call Rob for private appointment 660-5950 1.888.384.4557  TOWN & COUNTRY 403.938.4078

mffraser@rlfoothills.com • jfraser@rlfoothills.com

HARDWOOD... SOUTH YARD, QUIET STREET.
PRICE REDUCED $359,900. MLS#C3312855
Young family? This budget-wise 1460 sq. ft. 2-storey
w/hdwd in living room & sunfilled formal nook enjoys a
huge master w/deep walkin closet & 4-pce ensuite. Corner
pantry in oak island kitch and kid-smart mud/laundry off
double att garage. 4 blocks to schools, new arena or med-
ical ctr, shops & more...hurry. OFFERS!

FOOTHILLS

Call MANNI FINK-FRASER 
540-8183 

or JOHN FRASER 650-6412

3 ACRE PARCEL $355,000 MLS#C3307879
Only 1/2 a mile from Okotoks NORTH boundary (N.W. of Animal Clinic), this stand-
alone nestled piece enjoys a nice MOUNTAIN VIEW...bring your blueprints - your
dream acreage home awaits! No building commitment or restrictions. No GST.

NEW LISTING - QUAINT & COZY VAULTED
SPLIT IN NESTLED STREET-ALCOVE $343,000
‘Good Bones’, set in a safe, mature & wide-lot
neighbourhood. 1280 sq. ft. up & developed on 3rd level,
4th bdrm & family room w/12’ ceilings. DORMERED
skylights in kitchen and great room, HUGE nook, fenced
with RV gate off back lane, dble gar and just 4 homes
away from Sheep River pathway on a very quiet street
among higher-priced homes ... inviting curb appeal too!

MCKENZIE TOWNE SWEETHEART ON QUIET
ELGIN WAY $397,000 MLS C3312512
Complete Package! Over 1440 sq. ft. 2-storey, 22x22
detached garage with secret attic seasonal playroom
(cable too)! 4th bdrm. family games room & 4th bath
enclosed /R. in down. Mega master, spacious walkin & 4-
piece ensuite. 1/4 block down back lane to sports fields &
future elementary. Nice maple kitchen w/corner pantry &
breakfast bar. Rock fireplace too. Just move in!

MILLARVILLE 1460-SQ-FT WALKOUT
BUNGALOW ON 4.87 ACRES
MLS#C3314050 $769,000 - BELIEVE IT!
Love Horses? Watch them play while enjoying
a sunrise coffee from the Open-plan, Vault.
Great Rm/ Nook/ Kitch or 3-tiered deck w/
HOT TUB. Classic White-Board Cross-Fencing,

Grassed Riding area, 2 shelters, QUIET
Subdivision a mile North of Millarville (& K-8
school), and a skip to the "Market". HARDWOOD,
Fresh 'EARTH' Paint, new shingles, good
well....shows GREAT!! A Best Buy in that country!

BEST PRICED 2-BDRM UNIT IN MESA - $257,000
931sf, 2 bdrms w/2 full baths. Bdrms on opposite
side of unit, each with bath perfect for company.
Underground parking. MOUNTAIN VIEW from
balcony. Beautifully kept, black appliances,
maple cabinets. 3rd floor unit near elevator. Extra
room for desk, or in-suite storage. NEW CLUB-

HOUSE with fitness/steam/indoor hot-tub/party room. LAKE PRIVILEGES
at Crystal Shores. Golf course close and easy commute to Calgary.

INCREDIBLE PRICE -  $697,000 MLS #C3295874
You MUST put this property on your VIEWing
list..This location offers a wonderful PEDESTRI-
AN LIFESTYLE with a PATHWAY system con-
necting to the FUNKY SHOPS and restaurants of
"OLDE TOWNE OKOTOKS" and the Sheep

RIVER VALLEY. Nearly 3,600 developed sf WALKOUT bungalow in PRE-
MIER cul-de-sac with MOUNTAIN view. Soft, soothing colours, HARD-
WOOD floors, GRANITE counters, very OPEN PLAN includes semi-formal
DINING ROOM, 4 spacious bedrooms (2 down), 4 bathrooms. Fantastic
Family room with Fireplace and ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE. GAMES
ROOM down plus hobby or possible WINE ROOM. Professionally land-
scaped .16 ac lot, triple garage with 28' depth on "double" side.

BEST BUY IN COPPERFIELD @ $408,000
SELLERS HEADING TO COUNTRY …
VERY MOTIVATED!! 4 levels finished, huge pie
lot & triple garage. Over 1600 sq. ft ABOVE
GRADE with 21x24' 3rd level walkout onto 250
sq ft of covered patio. 4 bdrms, 3 baths, GOR-
GEOUS VAULT. Main floor w/OPEN island kitch-

nook-great rm. Cedar deck and fencing. ALL appliances, custom wall
units. Close to future SE hospital. Buy now before the rush!

INCREDIBLE 4-STAR LOCATION & VIEW - $679,000
Backing SW onto groomed park w/gorgeous Mtn. and Valley

VIEWS, this 2200 sf two storey walkout
w/full dev. down enjoys a quite Close &
mega-pie lot. Slate and WALNUT floors,
9' ceilings, curved staircase, stainless
app., 2 fireplaces. Lake Privileges too!
Brilliant package. Hurry !..

JUST LISTED… FORMER SHOWHOME MLS#C3319496 1100
sq. ft. bilevel. Fully finished down. Spotless open vaulted plan
with loads of bay and picture windows so the sun pours in!!
Foyer ceiling is extra high unlike other bilevels, landing is 1/2
width of house. 3-sided fireplace between lower family room

and games room, plus 3rd master-sized bedroom and 4 pce. bath. Deck, fenced. Lane
access, 2 blocks to 3 schools. Vacant ... move in today! $332,000.

BRING THE HORSES...DOGS TOO!
Great 12 acres with exc MOUNTAIN view. Backs
onto open FIELD. 1,268sf wkout bung, newer 18"
SLATE flooring up, LAMINATE down. Huge
"COMPOSITE" plank wrap-around deck, lots of

POURED CONCRETE walks, steps and covered
PATIO. 4 stall metal clad BARN with power and
water 32'x30', o/sized dble gar 26'x24' plumbed for

gas, plus 32'x11' steel shelter. Existing dog enclosures negot. COUNTRY
LIVING like it's supposed to be. AGGRESSIVELY PRICED at $745,000.

NORRIS COULEE 2100SQ. FT WALKOUT
RANCHER BACKING ONTO RESERVE/POND
$1,180,000. MLS#C3305165
Beautifully landscaped 4Acres w/ tons of
Rock/Stream/Pond features & Pet-safe
pagewire/rail fencing. Immaculate, OPEN lay-
out w/ STAINLESS, GRANITE, RIVER ROCK

Frplc, INSLAB heat (in TRIPLE gar. too) UNSPOILED lower level. 3
Bdrms + Den on main! Excellent interior location away from busy
HWY and just 5 min. to Calgary. All OFFERS considered. You won't be dis-
appointed ...this shows like-brand-new!

7 ACRES W/ MINT 1806 SQ.' FULLY DEV.
WALKOUT BUNGALOW AND
SUBDIVISION POTENTIAL! 
MLS# C3302743 $999,000.
Exceptional Landscaping, Rail fencing,
Paved drive, 2-sided Frplc in Vaulted Great
Rm thru to Formal Din. Rm, 3.5- car gar.,

Romantic Mstr w/ MTN/SUNSET view patio, stone
Frplc, corner tub/sep shwr, & huge walkin.
GRANITE, HICKORY Kitch, HARDWOOD flrs,
STAINLESS, 4bdrms,Games&Family Rms
+++.EAST DEWINTON 7 MIN. to Calgary

SSSSOOOOLLLLDDDD

JUST LISTED!!
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By Tamara Neely
STAFF REPORTER

Conserving water has be-
come an important issue for
the Town of Okotoks, and a
goal set in 2002 for residents
to conserve water will be
the focus of an education
program.

In 2002 the Town of Oko-
toks’ Water Management
Plan set the target of reduc-
ing water consumption to
318 litres (70 gallons) per
person per day. Current us-
age is 354 litres (94 gallons)
per person per day.

Dave Robertson, opera-
tions manager for the Town,
said the importance of
reaching that goal is grow-
ing.

“We have to look at water
like a precious resource,”
said Robertson. 

“The reality is that we’ll
be targeting to get down to
that over the next two to
three years.”

The Town plans to send
representatives door-to-door
to educate people about the
importance of conserving
water and methods to do so.

“We’re doubling the effort
of water conservation and
education,” said Robertson.
“The message we want to
get out is there are ways of
doing this (reducing con-
sumption).

“I’m not sure if people
know how important it is.” 

Robertson said that water
consumption doubles in the
summer due to watering
lawns and gardens and he
pointed out that last sum-
mer three months passed
without rain.

Okotoks
sets
water
targets

Watched by her five-year-old daughter Ocean, Catherine Kellendonk fills a basin in her kitchen sink
on Friday, as part of her effort to make water portable, or, find multiple uses for water that would
ordinarily be sent down the drain. photo by Lyle Aspinall for the Western Wheel 

Continued on page 25

By Tamara Neely
STAFF REPORTER

A resident of Okotoks has
devised a system that reduces
her family’s water consump-
tion to less than one-tenth of
the amount average residents
use.

Catherine Kellendonk, fu-
elled by her concern about
water shortages, has been re-
fining her strategy for saving
and reusing water for nine
months. At the most efficient

point she, and her son and
daughter, used approximate-
ly 19 litres (5 gallons) per per-
son per day.

The Town’s current usage
is 354 litres (94 gallons) per
person per day and com-
pared with their target of
318 litres (70 gallons) per
person per day, the Kellen-
donk family’s reduction is 93
per cent below the Town’s
target. 

In addition to being suc-
cessful in reducing her water
usage, Kellendonk’s strategy
does not require a big budget
for start-up and no effort was
made to renovate her plumb-
ing system. Anyone can use
her method, all it takes is
dedication to make the
change in behaviour, a col-
lection of containers to hold
water and a couple hosing

tubes.
Kellendonk’s system re-

volves around the concept of
capturing and reusing water
instead of letting it flow down
the drain.

E N V I R O N M E N T

Good to the last drop:
family goes extra mile
Kellendonk 
family taking
water 
conservation 
to next level

Thinking of buying a home?
TTHHIINNKK BBUUYYEERR RREEPPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIOONN FFIIRRSSTT

Call KEN KUPIDY
House of Real Estate
403-938-3737

oorr sseeee mmyy wweebbssiittee aatt
wwwwww..kkeennkkuupp ii ddyy.. ccoomm

ffoorr mmoorree iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn hhooww yyoouu ccaann
bbeenneeffiitt bbyy hhaavviinngg aa BBuuyyeerr’’ss AAggeenntt

ffoorr yyoouurr ppuurrcchhaassee..

Continued on page 25



08043KK1

Rare Calgary area ■
commercial land
$10,000 min. investment■

RRSP eligible (transfer ■
or new contribution)
Security■  on title

Rob Deptford
Investment Consultant

rob@keystoneinvestments.ca      
cell: (403)701-0280

All investments are qualifi ed pursuant to an Offering Memorandum

30% Fixed Rate 
of Return 

 (5 year term)
50% Profi t Sharing

CCaallll ((440033)) 888888--66883300

Call today for a FREE Market Evaluation of your home!

maggie.beganyi@shaw.ca
GreatHomesAndLand.ca
(403) 938-3737

RE/MAX HOUSE
OF REAL ESTATE

M\aggie Beganyi
Real Estate with Integrity
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this message 
sponsored by the

When you shop at home

you save time.

Your list seems to be growing by the
minute and you don’t have many to
spare. That’s why shopping here makes
so much sense. Parking is easy, the
shops are delightful and you’ll be free
from the long lines and the hectic pace
of the mall or big city. Everyone wins by
shopping at home!

SASAVE TIMEVE TIME

Shop Locally

To do so, she uses plastic
bins in a variety of sizes: tall
garbage bins to collect rain-
water; square storage bins to
collect laundry wash water
and rinse water; tall bins to
keep water for flushing toi-
lets; small bowl-size bins to
collect water in the sinks
from hand washing; and a
square bin to scoop water out
of the bathtub after shower-
ing. The only water that goes
straight down the drain in
their house is from toilets,
teeth brushing, shaving and
washing dishes.

The easiest of her house-
hold strategies is collecting
rainwater. On either side of
her house the eavestroughs
feed into plastic garbage bins.
With one day’s rain enough
water is collected to care for
the lawn.

“I don’t use a drop of mu-
nicipal water to water my
yard,” said Kellendonk.

This is a significant
achievement, since according
to Town statistics, there is a
surge of water consumption
in the summer and 50 per cent
of the town’s usage is on
lawns and gardens.

Kellendonk observed that
this change alone has dra-
matically reduced her house-
hold water usage. 

The most impressive dis-
play of her dedication to the
cause is in her capture and re-
use of laundry water. She gets

six uses from an amount of
water that everybody else
uses once. To accomplish this
feat, Kellendonk must stay
alert to the wash, rinse and
spin cycles and jump in to di-
vert water. 

Her technique involves
pointing the hose that drains
the washing machine into a
plastic bin instead of down
into the sewer. An important
function of the washing ma-
chine that makes her system

possible is that the machine
will chug away with the lid
up, but will not spin and drain
the water with the lid up. This
means the machine stops and
the quiet signals to Kellen-
donk to come back to the ma-
chine and aim the output hose
into a bin, close the lid and
the machine spins and drains.

Kellendonk will use one bin
for the soapy wash water and
save it for the next load of
laundry.

She’ll use another bin to
save the water from the rinse
cycle for reuse.

She can do three loads of
laundry this way; then she’ll
wash the floor with the water;
then she’ll store it in a tall
garbage bin in the bathroom
and scoop it to flush the toilet. 

By the time the water has
done the job of washing and
rinsing clothes, then washing
the floor, it’s dark – so peer-
ing into the toilet at the Kel-
lendonk residence one can’t
see down to the bottom of the
porcelain bowl. But they flush
with every job – they don’t
“let it mellow if it’s yellow”. 

“You have to give up ever
seeing clean water in your toi-
lets,” said Kellendonk. “That’s
my badge.”

Shower time is another fo-
cus in her water reduction
program.  A plug in the tub
saves the shower water and
they scoop it into a storing
container to use at toilet
flushing time. She only
scoops out three gallons of
water because she turns the
water off while lathering up,
and on again to rinse.

Her whole water consump-
tion system has required a
commitment to water con-
servation to make a shift in
the running of a household.

“It takes a little while to get
into it, but once you teach
yourself you’ll be able to re-
duce your water consumption
dramatically,” said Kellen-
donk. “A lot of people would-
n’t think it’s worth all that
work and inconvenience for
the financial savings. The se-

vere adherence to these
strategies was a pilot project
for me to see how little could
be used per person.”

Kellendonk’s effort to con-
serve water is fuelled by her
concern about the pattern of
drought and water shortages
across the globe. Last sum-
mer Kellendonk was alarmed
by the droughts in the United
States and what appeared to
her to be a lack of action by
the affected municipalities to
implement strategies for re-
ducing consumption.

Joshua, Kellendonk’s son,
believes the methods to con-
serve water she has intro-
duced into their home are
worthwhile.

“I think it’s absolutely nec-
essary,” said Joshua, 21.
“We’re not always going to
have it so nicely, so it’s good
to be prepared.”

Catching and reserving wa-
ter for reuse has enabled
Joshua to see how much wa-
ter is actually used – and his
friends’ eyes have been
opened to the amount of wa-
ter used, for example, when
washing hands.

“You don’t think about it
until someone points it out to
you, and even then you have
to want to see it,” said Joshua.
“I definitely think people need
to be more aware of their
habits, like long showers and
driving to work instead of tak-
ing the bus. With gas short-
ages and global warming, the
things we’re used to doing
will go away because these
are things that hurt the envi-
ronment.”

The methods she uses in
her house can be used by any-
body – they don’t require spe-
cialized equipment or a large
budget. 

“Most people are thinking
of shortening their showers,
but there is a lot farther you
can go than down to 70 gal-
lons per day,” she said.

She would like to see some-
one take the concept of
reusing laundry water and
mechanize it so people don’t
have to oversee the process.

“My setup is a home-made,
single-mom’s approach, but
there’s some guy out there,
maybe a plumber, who can
make an invention that could
be a package to sell at the
Canadian Tire,” she said.

Dave Robertson, opera-
tions manager for the Town
of Okotoks, is impressed with
Kellendonk’s manual system
and agrees an automated sys-
tem is needed.

“How many people will dip
out their sink to flush their
toilets?” said Robertson.
“Catherine has gone to great
efforts so that water con-
sumption can be reduced way
down.

“I applaud her for what
she’s done. She’s ahead of her
time.”

Robertson pointed out that
in the past water wasn’t val-
ued like it is today.

“Fifty years ago – even 20
years ago – water was noth-
ing, it had no value,” said
Robertson. “Look today, you
pay $125 for a litre, it’s about
what we’re paying for gaso-
line.”

Fabulous Mountain View
for the Horse Lover

• Built by LASK Homes
• A 3285, sq ft 2-storey farm house. New in Feb. 07
• 4 bdrms. and 3 baths. Main floor master
• Custom interior a “Must see.” Many extras with a     

dream kitchen
• 139 acres with potential to sub-divide
• Fully fenced & cross-fenced, hay and pasture land
• Horse shelter and outdoor water supply
• Lots of quiet riding space with beautiful scenery
• MLS: C3283924
• $1,575,000

“If we hit an extreme
drought, and…  had to save all
the water for people to drink
you’d forget your lawns, for-
get your trees. There are tons
of cities around the world that
are in that state,” Robertson
explained. “The water supply
we have to sustain the Town
of Okotoks is definitely a fi-
nite supply. It has to be man-
aged or there will be severe
consequences.”

According to the Town’s
website, Okotoks’ per capita
water use is down 30 per cent
since 2000 and is 36 per cent
lower than Calgary’s per capi-
ta water consumption. 

In addition to conserving
water, lowering water usage
equates to lowering green-
house gas emissions because
it takes energy to pump water.
So less water pumped means
less energy used.

The 30 per cent reduction
since 2000 has equated to a re-
duction of greenhouse gas
emissions by 530,000 kg. 

The Town has developed

methods residents can use to
reduce water consumption in
their homes. For example,
don’t let water run down the
drain while brushing teeth
and shaving; wash laundry
once a full load is accumulat-

ed; collect water in a rain bar-
rel for yard and garden use;
plant native grasses, shrubs
and trees since they thrive on
natural rain and snowfall. For
more tips go to www.oko-
toks.ca

Water targets, continued from page 24

Dave Robertson, operations manager with the Town of Okotoks,
says water conservation is important because it is a precious, fi-
nite commodity. The Town recently revamped its water usage
targets. photo by Tamara Neely

Family’s water conservation efforts, continued from page 24

Catherine Kellendonk shows off a 300-gallon reservoir in her
backyard on  April 18 that is part of her effort to conserve wa-
ter. photo by Lyle Aspinall for the Western Wheel
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